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) HO’ it is impoffible to take 
} Notice of the feveral Letters 
| which I receive from my Cor- 

ama refpondents ; yet I think I 

) eae} ought not to pafs over the 

bs = Compliments’ which have 

ten fent me by a near Relation in filence : 

Dik actofts me with Horace’s lofty Saluta- 


tion of | 


Serus in Calum redeas, diuque 
Latus interfis Pcpulo. 





but as the warmth of his Zeal for the 
Honour of the Family of the Srarrs may 
lave made my Coufin a little too exuberant 
his Expreffions towards me ; 1 muft defire 
tbe excus’d from acquainting the Publick 
With them, tho’ I fhould be very glad to 
feetive the Sentiments of my ingenious Re- 


Mt lition on any other Subject, where his be- 
fet iig lefs concerned himéelf, may let him 
dN k more calmly of the Matter. Now 
vp lam mentioning my Correlpondents, I can- 
may Wt overlook the very handfome Acknow- 
da kdgements which I have received from a 
, g0 Gentleman who fubfcribes him felfSatanius. 


laffure him, I fhall think the Pains which I 
Eng tow in every Lucubration very well em- 
| loyed, if it can afford half an Hour’s in- 
Mcent and yeafonable Entertainment to 
fn of Thought and Underftanding ; or 
Maybe any ways inftrumental in rooting 
mt-any one Vice or Folly, or in the in- 
tulcating of any one Principle of Virtue 
Wifdom in the Minds of my Readers. 
Ashe has fent me feveral very judicious Re- 
marks, which he tells me have arofe from 
ny former Paper on Converfation ; and 
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preffes me to re-affume orice more my Dif- 
courfe on it; I fhall comply with his defire, 
tho’ I hope it will not be expeéted, that I 
can fay a great deal which can be wholly 
new on fo beaten a Subjeét. I flatter my- 
felf therefore, that my Readers will not 
too nicely examine whether fome things 
which I ‘offer to them, may. not, perhaps, 
have been faid before : but approve of eveé- 
ry thing they meet with, provided it is but 
ufeful towards the forming of our Conduét, 
in a Matter which is of fo great a Con- 
féquence in Human Life : And in return, 
I will promife cn my own Side, to avoid as 
much as poffible the’ repetition of any thing 
which I can recolleé& has been faid b 

others. Salarius has very difcerningly re- 
commended to my Confideration the Know- 
ledge of Our Selves, as a Matter which 
may afford the jufteft Rules for the regu- 
lating our Difcourfe. This is confeffed] 

one of the moft glorious and ufeful Subjeéts ; 
but as it is at the fame time of the moft ex- 
tenfive Nature, I muft at prefent take care 
not-to lofe myfelf by entring too far into it, 
and confine my Thoughts ftri€tly to that 
{mall Part of it only, which may give us 
light for the Direétion of our Conver 
fation. | 


IF we look calmly and impartially in- 
to ourfelves, we fhall foon find that Pride 
and Vain-glory are almoft always upper- 
moft in our Breafts, and have the greateft 
Share in every thing we do or fay, from a 
Principle of meer Nature. As Mankind 
have a very near Refemblance to one ano« 
ther, and efpecially in the foregoing Poitit ; 
we may reafonably conclude that every one 

we 
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we converfe with have the fame Seeds of 
Vanity and Self-conceit with ourfelves. 
From hence it is very eafy to account, why 
a Man of the greateft Knowledge and Un- 
derftanding, if he is too forward in com-’ 


municating them ro others, fhall pleafe us’ 


much lefs in Converfation, than one of far 
inferiour Abilities, who is more patient to 
Hear; and lefs defirous to Talk. Nay, 
that the former, even tho he fhould direct 
“his Difcourfe with fo much good Senfe and 
Judgement, as to force his Hearers to allow 
him to be a Learned, a Wife and an Inge- 
nious Man; fhall notwithftanding this have 
a much lefs fhare inthe fecret' Favour and 
Good-will of his Companions, than the lat- 
ter, who feems fo much more willing to re- 
ceive Inftruction, than to give it. For 
Converfation is generally a fort of fetting 
ourfelves out to Shew, and therefore he 
who gratifies our Vanity by feeming to give 
place to us, fhall by confequence make him- 
{elf much more agreeable to us; than he 


who will be always ftepping aboveius, tho’ ' 
he maintains his Ground, with never fo 


much Force of Reafon. 


AS Human Nature is fo much alike, and 
we have all the fame common Defign in 
Converfation, of acquiring the Efteem and 
Admiration of the Company ; there may 
therefore, by the help of this Knowledge 
of ourfelves, be feveral very ufeful O 
fervations drawn for our Direétion in the 
Management of it, from the two, fhort 
Rules, of judging of others by ourfelves, 
and ufing them as ourfelves. Both thefe 
old plain Maxims may teach us a great 
deal of Prudence, as well as Juftice, in our 
Conduct. Are we ourfelves angry and out 
of humour at being unfeafonably interrup- 
ted in our Difcourfe ? Let us remember 
that other People like it no better, and 
fo take care not to incur their Difpleafure, 
by being guilty of the fame Fault our- 
felves, which we think {fo difagreeable in 
others. Would we willingly be always 
heard with Candour and Attention in every 
part of our Difcourfe, as well as be quietly 
f{uffered to make an end of it? let us en- 
deavour to fecure them to ourfelves, by af- 
fording them both freely to others. Are we 
tired with any body who engrofles too 
much of ‘the Difcourfe, tho’ he talks ne- 
ver fo well on the Subje& he is upon? Let 
us confider that even Men of the meaneft 
Abilities do ftill think very well of them- 


member, ‘that others are 





felves, and therefore let us . 
Man his turn in Converfiision ae Cvery 
haps, he really may not be able to Baie: ) 
part in it fo well as ourfelyes koa ma || 
agree fick of a Man as foon pr Me 
e begins to entertain us with himfelf 7 
his own private Affairs ? Let ys refleg ed 
almoft every Man is of the fame mi : 
and fo be very careful not to incur the 
Cenfure of others, by running into the fi . 
Error. _Laftly, do we ourfeiyes loi 
like thofe beft, who feem to have the te 
teft Opinion of our Abilities, by bein , ma 
fed with every thing we fay? Let os 
en with |; 
Paffions as ourfelves ; and that shereloas 
fureft way to their Efteem, (which ig 
the main end of Converfation) is not to fee 
it, by endeavouring to convince them of oy 
fuperiour Wifdom and Knowledge by our 
own Difcourfe ; but rather to engage them 
to think well of our Underftandings, by 9. 
fhowing them by our Approbation of what Maas 
they fay to us, that we do fo of theirs, § 
ign have drawn feveral other very_af 
u 





































Obfervations from this Way of Th 
ing, but will leave fomething to be : 
plied by my Reader’s own Refleétion, 
fhall clofe my Paper with this geneta 
mark; That Applaufe doth not, as itis 
of Fortune, favour the Bold and If 
tunate, but is often loft by being too wale a. 
ly purfued ; whilft it is ever moft forwal Hh' 
to meet the Modeft and the Humble, ad #™ 
feems to take pleafure in exalting thot, Be. 
who appear defirous to give placew @F 
others. > Yl 
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